Pseudoepidural reverberation artifact: a common ultrasound artifact in fetal cranium.
High-intensity reverberation artifacts frequently occur within the fetal cranium during obstetric ultrasound examinations. One hundred ninety-six static ultrasonograms obtained from 100 consecutive obstetric patients were reviewed to determine the incidence, shape, and location of high-intensity reverberation artifacts within the fetal head. Such artifacts occurred in one-third of the fetuses examined. The most common appearance was an arc-shaped artifact that occurred most frequently in the fetal hemicranium farthest from the maternal skin surface. Such an artifact can mimic epidural fluid collections and cause confusion for examiners not familiar with this finding. A discussion of this "pseudoepidural" artifact, its cause, and ways of excluding underlying intracranial pathology is presented.